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Brigade and the transfer of their duties to the already
overburdened General Officer Commanding at Luck-
now, a week's hard travelling from any scenes of these
border operations, has tended towards efficiency in
this respect ?

In contrary distinction to this somewhat retro-
grade action on the part of the Military, the Civil
authorities, fully recognising the growing importance
of this borderland, have recently formed a Political
Agency with headquarters at Sadiya. The Assis-
tant Political Officer there, formerly subordinate to
the Deputy-Commissioner at Dibrughar, having been
replaced by a Political Officer working directly under
the orders of the Chief Commissioner of Assam.
This officer has now under him three English assis-
tants, each of whom is in charge of a particular tribe,
and the duties of these officers are to extend British
influence without stirring up hostility by needless
interference with tribal customs. The particular
officer chosen for this new duty shows that the so
often misinterpreted term " selection " has been most
satisfactorily applied in this case; Mr. Dundas
having done sixteen uniformly successful years among
tribes on this border. It is therefore not unreasonable
to suppose that this new action will be productive of
the best results.

As before stated, the work of exploring and sur-
veying the Dihang valley and northern Abor country
having been but slightly touched upon in the winter
of 1911-12, this has again been carried on by strong
parties of Military Police and Royal Engineers through-
out that of 1912-13 ; the work having been started
again in the neighbourhood of Kebang above which